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PREFACE. 


F Deliverances and Succeſſes are 
Indiſpenſible Obligations to a Re- 
formation; how Inexcuſable muſt 
England be, if not Reformed ? Thoſe 
that are Enemies of all Reformation, 
we cannot expe ſhould ( whileſt ſuch ) 
be aiding and aſſiſting to its Accom- 
pliſhment. But they that are its Pro- 
feſſed Friends, ought to contribute, to 
the Promoting of it. In ſome Humane 
Governments, when there were Divi- 
fions in 4 State, Neuters were brand- 
ed with Infamy. And in the Cauſe of 
a Reformation, thoſe that are not for 


43 od 


The PREFACE. 


God are againſt him, and will be treat- 
ed as Enemics. | 


WHAT Proportions of what we. had 
would we once have given, that Bloody 
Popiſh Soldiers ſhould not have had 
Free Quarter and Command in our 
HFHuonſes ? What would we once have 

given, to have had our Proteſtant Re- 

ion ed; and that for the Ex- 
erciſe of it, we ſhould not be Dragoon'd, 
or Maſſacred? What would ſome have 
iven, to have Prevented, or Revered 
an Unjnſt Sentence of Death, paſed 
upon ſome of their Deareſt Relations 
and Friends > And what mond Others 
have given, that it never ſhould be 
their own Caſe > Cannot Perſons re- 
member, when they would have given, 
one Half of what they had, to have 
ſecur'd the other? When God has ſo 
wonderfully preſerud our All, and has 
encreas d many Perſons Store; will me 
not do for God, according as he bas 
proſper d us? Remember, Riches are 
Uncertain Riches ; but ils certain, they 
muſt be accounted for. 
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I ONCE heard a Perſon in France, 
upon the Condemning 4 Proteſtant 
Church, ſay ; Were but I and mine, 
now ſetting Foot in ſome Countrey 
of Refuge, tho' I had nothing but 
this Staff in my Hand, L would think 
my felt the Happieſt Perſon in the 
World. Emnquiring who he was, I 
was told he was One of the Richeſt 
Perſons in all that Part of the Co mars 
trey. If that Perſecutor and Tyrant 
in the Neighbouring Kingdom, thus 
treated his own Subjects, what conld 
We expect from him, and thoſe a- 
mongſt us who take Part with him; ſo 
as to Extoll his Power and Counſels, 
and Magnifie his Enterprizes and Suce 
ceſſes, and Diminiſh ours and our Con- 
federates ® And upon theſe Occaſions 


bave ſo often inſulted their Native 
Countrey. 


WHEN God has thus delivered us 
from ſuch Foreign and Domeſtick Ene- 
mies, let us in Thankfulneſs to God, 

part 
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part with ſome Proportions of what we 
have, to Promote a Reformation of 
what did ſo much Endanger us ; that 
our Enemies abroad may not find a- 
among us, any more 4 ſo prepar d 
by Debaucheries, to be n upon 5 
to betray us to thoſe who would bring 
Popery and Slavery upon us. Then we may 
hope, that our Religious and Civil Li- 
berties and Properties may be our Happy 
Poſſeſſson, and the Sure Inheritance of 
our Paſterity after us. 
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I Samuel XII. xxiii, xxiv, xxv. 


—— 1 wil teach you the Good evil 
. the Ri gt Hay. fo 
Only fear — 2 and ſerve him in Truth 
wit h all your Heart : For, Conſider how 
Great Things he hath done for you. 
But if you hall ſtill do wickedly, you ſhall 
be conſumed, both you and your King. 


{HE Deſign: and; Undertaking 
for the Reformation of Man- 
ners { the Fame and Influence 


e hath already reached to ſo 
B many 
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many diſtant Nations and Churches; 
and for which preſent and future Ge- 
nerations may riſe up and call Eng- 
land, London, and ſome of Toy, Bleſ- 
ſed) is fo truly Great and Piaps, that 
there's none that truly fear God, and 
pray for Religions Succeſs and the 
Nation's Happineſs, but will heartily 
{ay to You, and Others concern'd in 
this Work; God ſpeed. 

YOUR Invitations to come to your 
Help, have too great Force with me, to 
be refusd or warded off by Comple- 
ment or Apology. 

_ YOU have had a great Deal of Ex- 
cellent Help, and Counſel from Perſons 
of Various Nenominations; who notwith- 
ſtanding they had different Thoughts 
about ſome other, and Leſſer Matters; 
yet, in this Great Aﬀair have been of 
one Heart and one Mind. 

BUT you have had two very Senſible 
Diſappointments, as to your Aſſiſtance 
from this Pulpit. | 
IHE Firſt by the Deceaſe of the Re- 
verend Dr. Bates, whoſe Name will al- 
ways ſound ſweet in England, and eſpe- 
cially in London. 5 


THE 
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THE Other, by the Deceaſe of the 
late Reverend Paſtor of the Congregati- 
on, that ſtatedly worſhips God in this 
Place. His Character needs no falſe 
Gloſs or Varniſh ; who amongſt other 
of his Qualifications was a noted Hater 
of Flattery ; Ih Pulpit therefore muſt 
needs be a very unfit Place to act ſuch 
a Part in. But Im ſure I run no Ha- 
zard of Cenſure, when I ſay ; had it 
pleaſed God to have ſpar'd him, to have 
taken this Turn here this Day, as was 
expected, the Place had been ſupply'd 
in a better manner than Now it's like to 
be. But ſince it has pleaſed the All- 
wiſe God thus to Order it; as I pro- 
miſe my ſelf your Favorrable Acceptance 
becauſe of my Readineſs to ſerve you, 
ſo the Concurrence of your Prayers for 
that Aſſiſtance from God, that thro' his 
Bleſſing, my preſent Undertaking may 
in I meaſure anſwer the defirable 
End. 

As God's Love to Mankind was in- 
comparably greater, than what he bare 
to the reſt of the World, over which 
he made him Lord; ſo, tho' all the 
World were his; he choſe Iael for his 
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peculiar Treaſure above all other People. 
The Hiſtory of the Good Will he bare 
them, and the Favour he ſhow'd them, 
has been the Wonder of all ſucceeding 
Generations. 

THIS Part of their Hiſtory gives us.an 
Account of the Change of the Form of 
their Government ; with the Occaſion of 
it. From the Male-adminiſtration of 
ſome, they quarrel with the Govern- 
ment it ſelf; a Fault too common: then 
undervaluing the Honour and Priviledge 
they had, in being under God's ſpecial 
Care and Government, and that they 
may be like other Nations; they deſire 
a King might be ſet over them. 

SAMUEL hath Recourſe to God for 
Direction in this important Concern. It's 
very like, God ſaw that Samuel was 
touch'd with this Matter, and therefore 
tells him; They have not only rejected 
thee, but me, that I ſhould not reign over 
them. But ſays God: Hearken to them. 
So that it 15 not always in Mercy, that 
People have their Deſires. God ſome- 
times hears unadviſed, and importunate 
Requeſts in Diſpleaſure. God ſhew'd 
his Reſentment, by that unuſual], * 

8 an 
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and deſtructive Thunder and Rain, which 
was ſent in Wheat Harveſt at the Prayer 
of Samuel. | 

IT may here be asked ; But what was 
this great Sin? Ianſwer, Not meerly their 
asking a King. For of theſe 
God {ays, By Me they reign. Prov. 3, 15. 
But their Sin was, their be- 
ing Wanton under their Pomp and Proſ- 
perity ; Fickle, and given to Change; 
Vain-glorious and Ambitious; Diſtruſt- 
ful of God, and carnally Confident; taking 
up theſe Deſigns and Reſolutions upon 
their own Heads, without ſeeking Coun- 
{el and Direction from God; Impatient 
in their Deſires, and Obſtinate in their 
perſiſting therein (notwithſtanding Sa- 
muel's ſo ſolemn proteſting from God, 
what the Eftect of it would be) they 
{till crying out; Nay ; But we will have 
a King over us. There was alſo their In- 
' juſtice to Samuel, in their laying aſide 
one, that had been an Inſtrument in the 
Hands of God of doing great Things 
for them. They made no regular Com- 
plaints to Samuel of his Son's Male-admi- 
niſtration, by whoſe Admonitions; they 
might have been Reform d. Beſides they 
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had no Aſſurance, their Monarch would 
make a better Proof, 

AND as for Samuel's Objected Age; 
they would not pretend to lay afide their 
Monarch, when He ſhould become Gray 
headed. Samuel was not by Age inca- 
mums for his Government. Their 

ing did not much outlive Samet; He 
annointed him a Succeſſor before he 
dy'd. And when they had for ſome 
time experienced, that it had not been ſo 
well with them under a Government of 
their own Chooſing, as of God's Ap- 
pointing; no doubt but this gave a pe- 
culiar Accent to their General Lamenta- 
tion for Samuel's Death. 

THE Holy Ghoſt makes an Honour- 
able Mention of Samuel, both whilſt 
living, and when dead. Whereas their 
King was ſuch a One, that forſook God, 
and God forſook him; he rejected the 


Lord, and the Lord rejected him; he 


tranſgreſſed the Commandment of the 

Lord, and it coſt him his Life. It 

would have been dange- 

x $m-15-23: tous to have ſaid, or judg'd 

13, 14. thus, had not God told us 
ſo. But to return. 

WHEN 


— 
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WHEN Samuel according to the Di- 
rection of God comply'd with their 
Humour, and Importunity ; he juſtifies 
his own Conduct, and appeals to them; 
and challenges them in the Preſence of 
God, and their Aing, whom they had 


choſen, to produce any Charge they had 


againſt him. And they frankly de- 
clar d; They had nothing of Miſma- 
nagement to charge him withal. The 
more Ungrateful they to reject him, as 
they had done! He charges them with 
Ingratitude towards God, in a General 
Reflection upon their Hiſtory, and par- 
ticularly in this their Laſt AF. And 
they having beg'd Samuel's Prayers, 
when under a Conviction of Sin and 
Danger; he not only then pray'd for 
them, but aſſures them, they ſhould al- 
ways have his Prayers. God forbid, that 
I ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to 
pray for you. And then comes allo to 
give them that Important Advice in the 
Text. Iwill ſhow you the Good 
and the Right Way, &c. | 

AS to the Advice here given to the 
Children of [ſrae/; Note, oy 
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1. WHO was the Counſellor. 

IT was Samuel. One that was Ob- 
taimd of God by Prayers and Tears; 
One early admitted to Miniſter before 
God, even whilſt he was a Child ; as 
alſo Favour d at that Age with the Re- 
velation of the Divine Will. He was 
one that God had eſtabliſhed as a Pro- 
phet; and they had k-ows it. They 
found he was one i Favour with God, 
and had great Intereſt in him. As for- 
merly, ſo ſtill, in that freſh Inſtance. 
He was now grown. Old and Gray-head- 
ed. But that Age, which they aid made 
him unfit for a General of their Army, 
made him the more Fit for their Coun- 

ſellor. Withthe Ancient there 

Job 12. 12. 7s Wiſdom, and in Length 
þ of Days Underſtanding. 

FURTHER, His Hoary Head was 

a Crown of Glory, being 

Prov. 16. 31. found in the Ways of Righ- 

tcouſneſs And 1 nce he had 

not forſaken God, and they had juſt 

ſeen what Intereſt he had in him; they 

might well conclude, that he Was under 

the Influence of his Spirit in this Advice, 


which he gave them, and therefore it 
mult 


650 


muſt be good for them, to Obſerve, and 
Follow it. | 
2. CONSIDER the Advice it (elf, 
viz. To Fear the Lord, and Serve him 
with all their Heart. | 
1. HERE what are we to underſtand 
by Fearing of God. The' Fear of the 
Lord is expreſſive of all Religion. This 
Grace is comprehenſive of all the Grace, 
that God beſtows on his 
Servants 5 ſo J will Put Jer. 32. 40. 
my Fear into their Hearts. * 
It is expreſſive of all that Service and 
Obedience, God requires from them. 
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of 
Wiſdom. No Service is acceptable with- 
out it; We muſt Work out our Salvation, 
and Perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God. 
But this People might not think to put 
God off with Fair Words and Meer Pro- 
miſes; they were very apt to do it; 
All that the Lord ſhall com- 
mand us, that will we do, Exod. 19. 8. 
ſay they. They have well 2 


ſaid, ſays God, O that there peut. 5 28,29 
were ſuch Hearts in them. a 
And therefore, Samuel here tells them; 
They muſt evidence their Fear of God 


by 


(109 
by Serving of him. What God hath 
therefore joined together, let no Man 
put aſunder. Here then Conſider, 

(I.) THE Objed of this Fear and 

Service; God, and Him Only. Let him 
be your Dread, and Only him. This 
Only is what God lays great Streſs up- 
on. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
fore me. So lou ſhall not 
Exod. 20. 23. male with me Gods of Sit 
ver. neither ſhall you make 
anto you Gods of Gold. As it God had 
faid ; III have no Prevarications and 
Quibbles in this Matter; I'll have no 
other Gods ; none at all; neither in 
Oppoſition, nor in Conjunction, nor in 
Subordination ; and they who will not 
be reſtrain d, will find, the Fire of Gods 
Wrath and Jealoufie can eaſily conſume 

the ſtrong Holds of their Diſtinctions. 

AND ſo far was God from allowing 
his People to have any Other God, that 
he would not permit them to enquire 
how the Heathens worſhipp'd their 
Gods; nor ſhould they ſo 
Exod, 23. 13. much as Name them, that 

Deut. 12.3. their very Memorial might 


periſb. | | 
(2.) CON- 


( 171 ) 

(2.) CONSIDER the Quality of that 
Service they were to render to this Oni 
God; viz. In Truth, and with all their 
Heart. i. e. Sincerely, diligently, uni- 
verſally and conſtantly. 

3. THE Arguments with which Sa- 
muel preſſeth this Advice upon them; 
viz. 

1. THE Conſideration of the Great 
Things God had done for them; wiz. 
His firſt Appearances for their Fore-fa- 
thers; what Great Things he had done 
for them, and when they had involved 
themſelves in New Difficulties z and he 
had again and again delivered them, 
notwithſtanding their repeated Provo- 
cations, This ought to engage them 
to fear the Lord Only, and to ſerve him 


with all their Heart. And this might en- 


gage the further Appearances of God 
in their Behalf, ſo that they might find 
this to be the beſt Way to ſecure the 


Favour of God, and thereby to render 


them a happy Nation. 

2. HE repreſents to them how fatal, 
and deſtructive their RejeFing this Ad- 
vice, and Perſiſting in their Provoca- 
tions would be. But if you will 3 
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do wickedly, you ſhall be conſumed, both \ 1 

ou and your King. t 

IN the Words we have Three Pro- 

poſitions; viz. 11 

I, THAT the ſincere Practice of tibet 

true Religion is the ſureſt Way o 1 

the Eſtabliſhment of a Nation, or a 

People. 

Il. THAT the Great Things, God has | 

done for a Nation, or People, ſhould | 

be a powerful Engagement to that 

fencere Practice of the true Reli- | 
jon. 

III. THEY that will not be Reformed, 

nor engaged by ſuch Things ſin- 

cerely to own and ſerve God, are 


in Danger of utter Deſtru@ion. 


THAT the ſincere Practice of the True | 
Religion, is the ſureſt Way to the 
Eſtabliſhment and Happineſs ' of a 

Nation, or a People. f 
J will ſhow you the Good and the Right | 
Way. The after Words tell us to what; 
viz, To their Happineſs and Settlement. 
Conſider the Antitheſis, But, if you will 
ſtall do wickedly, you ſhall be * 
| ow, 


; 
ö 
Propoſition I. | | 
| 
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Now, Deſtruction ſtands in Oppoſition 


to their Happineſs and Eſtabliſhment. 
BESIDES ; their Eſtabliſhment and 


Happineſs was, what they pretended 


they were at this time mightily concern d 
for, under the Circumſtances of Samuels 
Age, and the Male-adminiſtration of his 


Sons. 


I MIGHT add; that, as the Ed, 
Eſtabliſhment and Deſtruction ſtand in 
Oppoſition, ſo do the Means and Ways 
to ſuch Ends; viz. Doing wickedly 
ſtands oppoſed to the Fearing of God, 
and Serving of him. 

IN the Covenant God at firſt made 
with Man, the Promiſe was imply'd, 
whilſt the Threatning was expreſs d, 
and ſo here. And in both they knew, 
what the Bleſſing was, by Experience, 
but not what the contrary was, 'till the 
Event ſhow'd.it. - 

THIS Propoſition ſhows us, 

1. THE Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of 
Religion, for the Eſtabliſhment of a 
Nation, or People. 

AS for thoſe, who with an Atheiſti- 
cal and Machiavilian Race, ſhall blaſ- 
phemouſly ſay ; there's No. ſuch Thing 

as 


( 14 ) 
as Religion in the World ; and 
what is pretended, is a Politick En- 
gine and Cheat, whilſt they ſay, 
there is no ſuch Thing as Religion; 
they can't take it ill, chat we be- 
lieve they have none; and that con- 


ſequently they are no capable Judges 


of it in others. 

WHEN they would have Others be- 
lieve them in this Matter, it's very ſuſ- 
picious, many of them don't believe 


themſelves ; but are endeavouring to 
get rid of ſome troubleſome (tho but 
{mall Remainders) of what they de- 


claim againſt. 


THE many Differences, that there | 


are in the World about Religion, ſpeak 
it Excellent. As to Hypocrites and 
Counterfeits, they would not be at ſuch 
Pains, to imitate that which 1s mean, 
and baſe ; much leſs, what is not a 
Reality. But if we would have the 


Judgment of theſe Declaimers again(t | 


Religion; that, which is moſt to be de- 


pended on, is, what they make at Death. 
How many are there that bid Defiance 
to a Religious Life themſelves, and ri- 
dicule it in Others; that yet defire 7o 


dye 


mig 1 * 
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dye the Death of thoſe Righteous, and 
that Their latter End may be as theirs. 
By Religion a People may 

be ſo eſtabliſh'd, that all Deut. 28. 1,8, 
may ſee their Relation to 9,10. 
God, and be * of . — 

Upon this G romis 1 

the Eſtabliſhment of Solo- 2 
mon s Throne. A Throne 

is eſtabliſbed in Righteonſ- e r 
neſs. Righteouſneſs exalteth Prov. 14.34: 
a Nation. And ſuch ſhall Brod. 19. «. 
be as God's peculiar Trea- 


2. THE Religion we ſpeak of, muſt 
be the Sincere Exerciſe of the true Reli- 
gion, An Idolatrous Worſhip, is ſo 
far from ſtanding in ftead, that it was 


exceedingly. provoking. For this God 


gave [Iſrael into the Hands of Spoilers; 
ſold them into the Hands of their .Ene- 
mies; that they could not ſtand before 
them, and wherever they went, the 
Hand of the Lord was a- 
gainſt them for evil, and 
they were greatly diſtreſſed. 
They were threatned: in ſuch a Caſe, 
that they ſhould w#terly periſh and be 


e 


Judges 2. 1% 
14, LO 


(16) 


deſiroy'd, and if they would 
Det: + 25 be for Idolatry, they ſhould 
be ſcatter d amongſt Idola- 


2 Chron. 7. 19, 


ro the End. - ters, and there go ſerve the 


Works of Mens Hands. 


And as this Worſhip and Service of God 
muſt have the True God for its Object; 
and therefore his declared will — its 
Rule: So that muſt be (according to 
that Rule ) ſincerely and wprightly in 
Truth, and with all the Heart. | 

3. THIS Good and right Way is the 
Sure Way to the Eſtabliſhment and Hap- 
pineſs of a Nation or People. This 
may appear from, 


(1.) THE Conſideration Whoſe Ad- 


vice this was; it was the Advice that 
God gave this People by his Servant 
Samuel. Of which before. 

(2.) THIS appears to be the Sureſt 
Way, from the Conſideration of the 
Effe# that Religion hath upon the 
Minds, Natures, Tempers and Lives of 
Perſons. Religion ſweetens the Spi- 
rits, and Tempers of Perſons, and 
ſome, in a ſort, it changes their very. 
F Natures. It Emobles the 
Ads 17, 11, Souls of Men, yea, it ren- 
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ders them God-like. It makes Perſons 
Publick Spirited ; it makes them love 
their Neighbours as themſelves ; and 
to take Care for the Welfare of others. 
Religion makes Perſons better in every 
Relation. This teaches to Fear God 
and Hononr the King. As this informs 
Rulers, whence they have their Power 
and Authority, and for whom they muſt 
uſe it; ſo it gives Rulers more than 
double Security of their Subjects Loy- 
alty, and Allegiance ; for ſuch are ſub- 
jet, not only for Wrath, | 
but for Conſcience. ſake. Rom. 13, 4; 
As all the Diſturbances of 
Families, Neighbourhoods, States, and 
Kingdoms come from Perſons Tumul- 
tuating Luſts ; ſo Religion has the beſt, 
the only Cure. Whence come Mars, and 
Fightings come they not hence, even 
of your Luſts ? Submit your 
ſelves therefore unto God. 
SUCH as truly fear God 
are the Salt of the Earth, Mat. 5. 13. 
that preſerve the World 
from Corruption. And they that will 
not be won over to a Religious Life 


by the Examples, Exhortations, Gx. 
C of 


James 4. 1, &3 
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of ſuch; they'll be aſhamed to be as 


wicked, as otherwiſe they would be; 
and what they do, will be in Corners 


and Darknels. 
(3-) THAT this is the beſt Way to 


a Nation's Happineſs and Eſtabliſhment, | 
is confirm'd by Obſervation and Expe- | 


rience. Samuel ſet this before this Peo- 
ple in the Abridgment of their Hiſtory. 
They were always happy in the Fa- 
vour, and Preſence of God, whilſt they 
kept to their Duty ; but miſerable up- 


on their —— of him. How ma- 
ſrael's Calamities are 


ny Hiſtories of 


prefaced with the Caule thereof; viz. | 


That they did evil in the Sight of the 


Lord. Samuel, who lived to ſee this 
Advice refuſed, told their King as plain- 


ly of it; Thou haſt done fooliſhly. Hadſt 


thou kept the Commandment of the Lord, 
he would have eſtabliſb d thy 


1 Sam. 13. 13, Kinedom ; but now it ſhall 


14. . 
g not continue. God ſaid, 


that, It repented him, that he had made 


Saul King; becanſe he had turned fron 


following after the Lord, and | 


1 Sam. 15. 11. had not performed his Com- 


manel ments. He at laſt was 
ſareh 
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ſorely difireſe#d, and confeſs'd it, and 
acknowledg'd, that the God he had For- 
Saken, was departed from him, and an- 
ſwer'd him no more. 

THE Hiſtory of David's Proſperity 
and Happineſs is a clear Proof, how 
ſure a Way for a Nation's Eſtabliſh- 
ment the true Fear of God and his 
Service muſt be always eſteem'd. And 
Saul as well as David might 
have experienced this, if he Jer. 22. 16. Ct. 
had took the ſame Courſe. 

So that upon the whole, what Azariah 
by the Spirit of God ſaid to Aſa, and 
all Judah, and Benjamin, is a Truth 
calculated for all Ages and Generati- 
ons, and confirmed by conſtant Obſer- 
vation; viz, The Lord is with you, whilſt 
you are with him, if you ſeek bim he will 
be found of you : But if you 

forſake, him he will forſake 2 = 
vou. 


APPLICATION. 


THEN this lets us ſee, who are the beſt 
Friends, and who are the worſt Enemies 
of a Nation's Happineſs and Eſtabliſh- 
ment, C 2 I. ALL 
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1. ALL thoſe who Fear God only 
and ſerve him with all their Heart; 


thoſe, who are truly and incerely Reli- 
gious, are a Nation's beſt Friends. For 


their ſakes how many Bleſſings are be- 


ſtowid, how many Judgments are de- 
lay'd, others quite kept off, and others 
remov'd. Had there been but a few 
more righteous Souls in Sodoze, that ter- 
rible Tempeſt and Storm of God's burn- 
ing Wrath, had not fallen upon that 
miſerable Place. And when that Judg- 
ment was to fall ; nothing 

Gen. 19,22. could be done, 'till Lot was 
got ſafe out of the danger 

of it. The true Servants of God have 
the Angels to encamp round about 
them; the Eye of God to watch over 
them ; the Heart of God to pity them, 
the Hand and Power of God to provide 
for them, protect and deliver them. 
They have his Ear open to their Pray- 
ers: They are as God's Lot and Inhe- 
ritance, and in whom he placeth all 
his Delight. They are the Glory of 
a Nation. Nay, the Horſemen and 
Chariots thereof. And the Removal 
of ſuch does often bode ſome Calami- 
| ties 
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ties to ſuch Places ; they being Taker 
away from the Evil to come. 

IT is true, thro' the Enmity that 
there is in the World againſt true God- 
lineſs, the World, that is not worthy 
of them, are ready to charge them, 
as the Troublers of the Places where they 
live. Whereas it 15 for their ſakes, that 
not only ſach Places are ſpar'd and 
preſerv'd ; but, it is for their ſakes that 
the very World is upheld. 

2. ALL Wicked Perſons, ſuch as have 
not the Fear of God before their Eyes, 
are the Enemies of a Nation's Happi- 
neſs and Eſtabliſhment. Thele bring 
down many Judgments from God, up- 
on the Places where they live. They 
that fear God have orie Hand im- 
ploy'd in the Work of the 
Nations Welfare, and the o— Nehem.'4. 17. 
ther lift up in prayer to God. 

But the wicked not only work in vain, 
as all do that have not 

God with them; But whilſt Pſalm 127. 1. 
they pretend to build with 

one Hand, they pull down with the 
ather. What they ſeem at ſometimes 
to do, they at other Times more than 
C 3 undo, 
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undo, by their Curling and Swearing | 
Damning and Blaſpheming; Propha- | 
ning the Sabbaths, Drunkenneſs, Un- 
cleannefs, G . Wiſdom is better than | 

Weapons of Mar; But one | 

Eccleſ. 9. ult. Sinner deſtroys much good. 
The Oppoſition explains itz | 

that as Pious Perſons are a Strength to | 
a Place; the Wicked are they that 
weaken and deſtroy it. And if one 
Sinner deſtroy much good, what De- | 
ſolation mayn't prevailing Impiety | 
bring upon a Place, a Nation, ora | 
People? 
WHEREVER Perſons would lay the 
Charge of the Miſeries, and Calami- | 
mities that befall a Place; we ſee who / 
are the Troublers of the Peace and | 
Happineſs of ſuch Places. When Ahab | 
ſaid to the Prophet Elijab, Art thon | 
he that troubleth Iſrael ? No, ſays the | 
Prophet, tis Thou and thy Father's 
; Houſe, in that ye have for- 
— 1s alen the Commandments of 
the Lord, and thou haſt fol- 

low'd Baalim. So Achan's 

Joſhua 7. 25- Sin troubled the Camp of. © 
|  Jfradl. How does the Wic- | 

kedneſs 
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kedneſs of Perſons trouble Families, 
Cities, Nations, Camps and Fleets ? 
What Peſtilence, Famine, Wars, Blood- 
ſhed and Deſolations are brought up- 
on Places, for the Wickedneſs of thoſe 
that dwell therein? | 

BE perſwaded then, to Eſpoule the 
Cauſe of Religion, the true Religion, 
againſt all Falſe and Idolatrous Ones, 
that deſerve not the Name of Reli- 
gion, much leſs of Chriſtian. Chriſtians 
are certainly as much obliged to Keep 
themſelves from Idols, as the Jews were. 
The brighter the Day of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, Idolatry ſhould be had 
in the greater Abomination. What 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? 
amd the Temple of God with Idols 2 
And as ever we deſire the true Hap- 
pineſs of our Native Land, let us en- 
deavour to promote the Intereſt of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and that the Pro- 
feſſors of it may be as much reform- 
ed in the Practice of it, as its Do- 
Arines are truly reformed. And alſo 
as much as in us hes, let us endeavour 
the Suppreſſion of all that Sin and Wic- 
kedneſs that is fo much its Reproach. 
C 4 IIS 
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'TIS not only the Senſe of Sacred 
Scripture, that Sin tends to the Ruin 
of a Nation. *Tis the Senſe of our Ru- 
lers, and Nobles, and Law- makers ; 
as we ſee 'tis expreſsd in the very 
Form of Indictments of Criminals, that 
they, Not having the Fear of God be- 
fore their Eyes, committed ſuch and ſuch 
Wickednefles, to the Diſturbance of the 
Publick Peace. 

NOW that we may be the more ca- 
pable of endeavouring the Suppreſiing 
of Sin, and Reclaiming of Sinners ; ſee 
that we ſincerely practiſe the true Re- 
ligion our ſelves. But let not any here 
imagine, that Im about to deſcribe 
this, ſo as to ſuit only a Party or ſome 
Denominations of Chriſtians ; God for- 
bid- There are indeed too many of 
all Perſwaſions and Denominations, 
that have no more Religion, than what 
their Baptiſm gave them; belides their 
being of this, or that Party; and their 

utting on a Dreſs of Religion in a 
lax Sort of Obſervation of the Sabbath, 
or a Part of it. But in the moſt of 
the reſt of their Lives, do unworthily 
ſtain and deface the Glory of Religion, 
* 15 
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in an open, and conſtant Practice of 
what true Religion condemns. Let 
not our Practice contradict, but adorn 
the Profeſſion we make. Only fear the 
Lord, and ſerve bim with all our Heart. 
If we do ſo, we may expect, that what 
gives us ground to hope for God's 
Favour ; will lay as liable to the Ma- 
lice, and Rage of the Devil, and his 
Inſtruments. They will charge that 
upon Religion, that it condemns 3; as 
well as aggravate every Irregularity of 
its Profeſſors beyond all Bounds. But 
it they ſpeak evil of us, and accuſe 
falſly our good Converſation in Chriſt, 
they ſhall at laſt be aſhamed. 

LET us then ſincerely practiſe the 
true Religion, having an Univerſal 
and Impartial Regard to all its Pre-' 
cepts, in our Particulars, in our Fami- 
lies, in all our Places, and Capacities, 
and promote it, what we can in others ; 
as remembring that this is the Beſt and 
Sureſt Way to procure a Bleſſing from 
God, and make us a Happy Nation 
and People. 9 


Pro- 
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Propoſition II. 

THAT the Conſideration of the Great 
Things, God hath done for a People, 
ſbonld be « powerful Engagement 
upon them to that ſincere Practice 
4h the true —— which is the 
Sureft Way to a Nation's Eftabli 
went 3 i 

T WILL teach you the Good and the 

Right Way: Only Fear the Lord and 
ferve him with all your Heart. For, Couſſ- 
der how Great Things he hath done for 


THIS Propoſition carries ſuch an 
Obvious Truth in it, that I need be 
but very brief in the Confirmation. And 
eed to Improvement. 
ALL the Works of God to his Crea- 
tures ina way of Goodneſs and Mercy 
make Gratitude their indiſpenſible Duty, 
according to their Capacities. God's 
ſpecial Kindneſs to Man ſhould make all 
cry out; Oh! that Men would praiſe 
bead df Woke to the Chil 
„een, Aerful Works to i 
—_— dren of Men. In all ſuch 
Cafes, God does as it were beſpeak 
us 5 
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1 us; 1 will do this for thee, 


and thou ſhalt glorifie me. Pſalm 50, 15, 
In the Time of Perſons need 


they are ready to make great Promiſes, 


if God will but hear, and deliver them, 
what they'll do. But there are tew that 
return to give Glory to God. They 


that are grateful, as they ought to be, 


will make it their Study, and En- 
deavour what to render to 

the Lord, not only for ſpe- Seepſalm. 116. 
cial Favours, but for all his 

Benefits. And it is but fit, Perſons 
ſhould fee, and own, that all God's Fa- 
vours are ſo many repeated Bonds, to tie 
them faſter to their Duty. As there 
David does. For God by his Mercies 
and Deliverances repeats 

his Claims ; I have redeem- 1. 43. 1. 

ed thee, thou art mine. So 

have deliver'd thee from ſuch and ſuch 
Dangers ; I have ſaved thy Life from 
Death, thou art mine. And they ſhould 
ſay by all theſe Engagements we are 
thine. How many are the Bonds, that 
ſhould tie us unto thee ! 


AND 
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AND if we come to ſpeak of Mer- | 
cies of a more Publick Nature, Conſi- 
der that Inſtance : After all that 3s come 
| upon us for our evil Deeds, | 


Ezra 9. 13,14 and for our Great Treſpaſs, 
| ſeeing thou our God haſt pu- 
niſhd us leſs than our Iniquities de- 
ſervd, and haſt given us ſuch a Deli- 
werance as this ; ſhould we again break 
thy Commandments, and joyn in Affinity 
with the People of theſe Abominations ; 
wouldſt thou not be angry with us, till 
thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould 
be no Remnant nor eſcaping & And was 
not this the very Argument that God 
made Uſe of, to engage to the Obſer- 
vation of the Moral Law ; as we have 
it in the Preface thereto: I am the 
Lord thy God, which have 

Exod. 20. brought thee out of the Land 
of Egypt, and out of the Houſe 

of Bondage. And in Conſideration of 
the great Salvation wrought for us by 
Jeſus Chriſt, we are engag'd to Serve 
God in Holineſs and Righ- 

Luke 1.74,75- teonſneſs before him all the 
Days of our Lives. S0 

the Apoſtle, Ie are not your own, for 
ye 
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je are bought with a. Price, 


therefore glorifie God in your + c 
Body, and in yu Spirit, 4 . 
which are God's. 


IMPROVEMENT 


IN Order to the Engageing of us to 
that Fear and Service of God, which 


may make for the Eſtabliſhment and 


Happineſs of theſe. Nations; Conſider 
what Great Things God hath done 
for us. I might here, after Samuel's 
Example, have taken a General Review 
of the Famous Hiſtory. of: God's won- 
derful Favours to Exgland, that we 
might be made ſenſible, how many 
Obligations are laid upon. us to fear 
God, and him only; and to ſerve him 
with all our Hearts. | 
WE might have conſi derd, what 
Great Things God hath done for us, 
in giving us this Land, ſo Famous for 
its Riches, and Fruitfulneſs, and ſo De- 
fenſible againſt all thoſe who may en- 
us, and might attempt to deprive 

us thereof. And what Great Things 


God: hath done for us, in making us, 
and 
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and continuing us a free People. And 
then as to the Concerns of Religion. 
God's firſt Delivering us from Heathen- | 
iſh Darkneſs, by Planting the Chriſtian | 
Religion in theſe Iſles s A off. And 


then his Great and Wonderful Work 
in the Delivering of us from Popiſh 
Darkneſs and Thraldom, by the Bleſſed 
Reformation. 

BUT I ſhall rather for Brevity ſake, 
point at the Eink of that Chain 
of Great and Wonderful Things, that 
God has done for us in theſe Nati- 
ons, and which, we ſo Remarkably, 
and Senſibly, I hope, reap the Benefit 
and Advantage of at this Day, under 
the Preſent Government ; and the late 
Happy Settlement of the Succeſſion, gives 
us a Comfortable Proſpe# of the Con- 
tinuation of theſe Bleſſings to Exgland. 
And then let us after the Example of 
David, from an affecting Conſideration 
hereof, caſt back our admiring Eyes 
upon the wonderful Series of his Mer- 
cies and Favours towards us, and fay ; 
What ſpall we render tothe Lord for all his 
Benefits towards us? I have been led into 
this Day's Diſcourſe upon this — 

rom 
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from the Conſideration of what was 
the. Senſe of our Rulers and Superi- 
ours, as to the Necettity of a Reſarua- 
tion of Manxers in Order to the Hap- 
pineſs of theſe Nations. 

FIRST, Our late Gracious Sovereign 
King William of Glorious Memory, and 
the laſtrument in the Hand of God, 
of that Great Deliverance that was 
wrought for us. In His Proclamation 
for Preventing, and Puniſhing Immo- 
rality and Prophaneneſs, tells us thus; 
* Nothing can prove a greater Difho- 
* nour to a well order'd Government, 
* where the Chriſtian Faith is profeſs'd, 
* nor more likely to provake Gad to 
withdraw his Mercy, and Bleſſings 
* fromys, and toanflict heavy and ſevere 
* Judgments upon this Kingdom, thay 
Vice and Immorality, which has Io 
much prevail'd, to the High Diſplea- 
* ſure of Almighty God, and the Scan- 
dal of Chriſtianity, &c. And we 
cant expect Increaſe, or Continuance 
of the Bleſſings We and Our Sub- 
* jets enjoy, without providing Re- 
* medies for the like Evils for the fu- 
ture. We think Our Selves bound 


by 
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© by the Duty we owe to God, and 
* the Care we have of our People, to 
© take effectual Courſe, that Religion, 
< Piety and Good Manners may flouriſh 
* and encreaſe. 

AND alſo our Glorious Queen, His 
Happy Conſort, in Her Letter to the 
Juſtices of Peace of Middleſex, to the 
{ame purpoſe, ſaith ; That ſhe thought 
it Her indiſpenſible Duty, to Pro- 
mote and encourage a Reformation 
of Manners; that ſo the Service of 
God may be advanced, and thoſe 
Bleſſings procur'd to theſe Nations, 
which always attend a Conſcienti- 
ous Diſcharge of our reſpective Du- 
ties. 

OUR Preſent Gracious Sovereign 
Queen Anne, expreſſeth Her ſelf to the 
ſame purpoſe, in Her Declaration that 
came out ſo ſeaſonably, to ſtop the 
Helliſn Inſults of many wicked Per- 
ſons ; who carry d it as tho they had 
reckon'd, that in King William's Fall all 
Attempts for a Reformation of Manners, 
had been for ever bafff'd paſt Retrieve. 
But their too haſty Triumph was quite 
ſpoild, when they found, that Her 
* Majeſty 


A 
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Majeſty declar'd Her Serious and Solemn 
Reſolution, to Diſcourage and Suppreſs 

! Impiety and Immorality; as the only 

Means to ſecure the Blefling of Al- 
mighty God, and the Publick Good of 
| Her Majeſty's Kingdoms. 

THIS is alſo the Senſe of a great 
many of our Nobles, expreſs'd in a 
Letter to the Author of the Account of 
Societies of Reformation, &c. Subſcribed 
by many Noble Lords Spiritual and 
| Temporal ; alſo accompany'd by many 
of our Judges. © They there tell us, 
© how much they apprehend ſuch a 
* Reformation would make for the 
* Honour of God ; the Advancement 
of Piety, and Virtue ; and the Pub- 
* lick Good, both of Church and State, 
ec. And therefore pray, that all 
| © Ranks and Qualities, might be exci- 
ted, to contribute their beſt Endea- 
1 © vours towards a National Reforma- 
tion of Manners. 
AND have we not the General Senſe 
of the Nation, expreſsd by the Ho- 

nourable Houſe of Commons, in their Ad- 
dreſs to His late Majeſty, for the ſup- 
preſſing of Prophaneneſs, and Vice? 
3 D 
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* We do with great Joy and Com- 
* fort remember, the many Teſtimo- 
mes wich your Majeſty has given 
us of your Sincerity, and Zeul For Þ © 
the true Reformed Religion, 4'Eſta- Þ | 
* bliſhed in this Kingdom. (Which | 
Expreſſion One would have thought, 
enougli to have {topp ſome ſlandeom ! 
'Months.) They thank him for 'His Þ © 
| „tacibus Declaration for the diſrou. 7 
* 'raging'Prophaneneſs, &c. calling Im- f 
* \morality and Vice the Seandal and! 
* 'Reproach' of dur Religion, and the] b 


Diſhonour and Prejudice of His Ma-] 
jeſty's Government. And conclude, f t 
_ * We preſent your Majeſty this our] Y 
* "moſt Humble - Addreſs, proceeding | y 

i 


from our Duty and Zeal forthe Glory 
Jof God; and that all our\Counſels | C 
may be bleſt, by his Divine Aſſiſtance, þ 2 


* and may produce Honour and Safe- | R 
ty, and Happineſs, with all the Bleſ-F hi 
* ſings of a laſting Peace, to Yar Mia N bo 

jeſty, and People. | | K 


So that all Sorts of Perſons, our Ru- 
lers, our Nobles, our Commons, all 
that have any Senſe of Religion, or Con- 
cern for God's Glory, and the Nations 
| Wel- 


neſs. 


n 
Welfare, own the Neceſſity of a Re- 


formation of Manners ; They have call'd 


for it, — — and wiſt'd Suc- 


ceſs to the Endeavours uſed; as that 
which makes for the Nation's Happi- 


NOW as ever. we delire it, let us 


in our ſeveral Places, and according 
to our Capacities, promote and encou- 


rage {0 Good and Neceſtaty a Work. 


And, to perſwade us to that Duty 
wherein our Intereſt ſo much lies, and 
not only our own, but that af our 


Poſterity after us ; Let me preſs it in 
the ſame way as God did of old u = 
Iſraei by his Servant Samnel, and 
Conſider, how Great Things God hath 
done for us. And becauſe on ſuch an 
Occafion as this, we can't look far iu- 
2 the Hiſtory of God's merciful Deal 
gs (as I have ſaid ) let us Conſider, 
a. Great Things God hath done in 
that Salvation, that was wrought for 
us by our late Gracious Sovereign 
King William. viz. In our being de- 
livered from: Popery and — 
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HERE Conſider, 


1. THE Methods that were taken to | 


bring thoſe Miſeries upon us. 
2. THE Succeſs of thoſe Methods. 


3. HOW great our Deltverance was, | 


and thereby how indiſpenſible our Ob- 
ligations are to the Fear of God and 
his Service, which makes ſo much for 
a Nation's Happineſs. Conſider, 

1. WHAT Methods were taken to 
bring the Miſeries of Popery and Sla- 
very upon us. And amongſt many 


others, there were theſe three; wiz. þ 


Debauchery, Diviſions, Perſecution. 


1. DE BAUCHERT: Every Body | 
knows that to debauch a Nation is the] 
Direct Way to enſlave it. It does this | 


Naturally, Morally, and Meritoriouſly. 
They that are once made the Slaves of 


their own Luſts, are eaſily enſlaved by | 


others. And they that love the one, 
are the more likely, in Judgment to 


n 


be given up to the other. As far as 
Perſons are advanced in Debauchery, | 
ſo far are they prepar d for Popery and | 


Slavery ; the more debauched and the 
eaſier Prey whenever attempted. 


THAT | 
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THAT Debauchery, which was ap- 
parently manag d with ſo much Art 
and Care, and Expence, muſt needs 
be by Deſign. There's no doubt but 
that many Perſons did ſubſerve others 
Deſigns, who might have no other 
End of their own, but that Diabolical 
One of Gratifying their Luſts. But 
that there were thoſe, that manag d the 
Debauching of the Nation to further 
Ends, needs no Proof. That it was 
a Popiſh Deſign, there's no Reaſon to 
doubt, when we conſider their wicked 
Principles and Doctrines; ſucli as their 
Doctrines of Good Intentions, Equiuo- 
cations, Mental Reſervations, and Attri- 
tions, or a making a meer Sorrow for 
Sin without Reformation, paſs for cur- 
rent by the pretended Power of the 
Keys. Teaching Perſons by Diſtincti- 


ons to deſtroy that Law, which Chriſt 


came to confirm; taking away ſome of 


| God's Laws, and diſtinguiſhing the reſt 


into uſeleſs Ones. Perſwading Per- 
ſons that it is dangerous for them to 
read the Scriptures : And ſuppoſe they 
could uſe the Bible ſafely, yet tis need 


leſs ; and the Matters of their Salvation; 
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are ſafer in the Hands of the Church, | 


than in their own. And thus act the | 
Parts of the Confederates of Hell, and | 
Friends of the Prince of Darkneſs ; 


whiltt they perſwade Perſons, that to 


ſuffer themſelves to be led blindfold, F 
is the ſureſt Way to the Regions of 
Light and Bleſſedneſs. | 
\ THEN let us Confider their Practi- 
ces. And to judge of theſe, take a | 
View of them, where they are the free- | 
oſt from any Reſtraint or Diſguiſe. | 
And then let any judge, what Place | 
approaches nearer to Hell, than Rome 
it ſelf. Where that Sin, for which God | 
rain'd Fire and Brimftone upon Sodom, 
and Gomorrah, docs ſo notoriouſly pre- 
vail. And which Sin, as ſome tell us, | 
One of the Scarlet Fraternity was fo | 
— a Monſter, as to write in the Vin- 
ication of. And how many of their 
Religious Places are made Sanctuaries | 
for the Greateſt Malefactors? And how 
have ſame Orders accuſed others of the | 
Grofſeft of Crimes? And particularly, 
how oft have thoſe that call themſelves, | 
The Socicty- of Jeſus, been chargd by o- 
thoriRowanifts to have exceeded ſome * 
1 EF +; the 
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| the vileſt Crimes, that could be found a - 
mongſtithe worſt of Heathens. 


BAA haw juſtly may, Papiſts be 


| charg d in the general, whilſt, Popery 


allpws Debaucbery and Wigkednels, 


* (I might make the, Charge god in Par- 


ticularg, ),and,ſets; u up! Offices and Trades, 
under which Perſons may buy them; 
ſelves. off from the Wrath, gf, God.? 
Ry-the Profits whereof the Honour and 
State of: that Mother of, Harlots is main” 
tain d. It is no new Thing, to 
that Public Stews, are allow d for bak 
Proſtitiutec and that the Hire of Whores, 
brings in a conſiderable Rezenne. And, 
to; compleat that Wickedneſs; if. the 
Party were not before, they mult turn, 
Chriſtian, to qualiſie them for ſuch Abo- 
minations, No Wonder then, Debau- 
chery, ſhould be their Deſign, who ſo 
much practice it and live by it. And 
— they have ſo adapted and ſuit- 
ed ( 4 Thing they call) Religion to 
the Humours of Wicked Men, that the 
may live free from Diſturbance on the 
Acdaunt of Sin, and be the open de- 
dard Enemies of all Godligels here, 
and Jer be ſure of Heaven hereafter; 
D 4 We 


(49 ) 
we need not to wonder, that debauch- 
ed Perſons are eaſily proſelited; nor 
that Rowe makes the greateſt Harveſt 
when Debauchery is moſt General. 

2. ANOTHER Method to bring in 
Popery and Slavery, was to DIVIDE 
us. And how many have there been 
at Work, to play this Engine, to divide 
Poteſtants both in Church and State? 
 Reviving old Quarrels, ſtarting new 
Ones; railing Jealouſies without Ground, 
Ageravating and Inflaming all, and- Sti- 
fling, or Hindring any Attempts for bet- 
ter Underſtandings, and Accommoda- 
tions; Sparing no Pains nor Coſt to 
accompliſh their Deſigns; by Diſpen- 
ſations for Perſons to qualifie them- 
ſelves for Places, and to enter into Re- 
lations and Services, &c. to practice 
Merchandizing and Hendicrafts, to get 
amongſt all Sorts of Perſons in ſome 
Capacity or other, there to be Spies, 
and to. ſow Diviſions, and give their 
Informations accordirg to their Inru- 
ſtructions they receive. And what a de- 
plorable Weakneſs has Ergland, and all 
the wholeProteſtant Intereſt labour d un- 
der, occaſion'd by theſe Practices? 

4 a | 3. ANO 


( 41 ) 

3. ANOTHER Method which the 
two former made way for, and that 
was PERSECOTION. When Per- 
fons are debauch'd in their Principles, 
and Morals, and have taken up Preju- 
dices, and have their Minds ruffl'd, and 
their Paſſions inflam'd by the Heats of 
Party-Quarrels ; how ealily are they ex- 
cited to vent their Malice, and to take 
their Revenge on thoſe they differ from? 
Whilſt by ſuch Practices, Parties weak- 
ning one another, they are all made an 
eaſie Prey (or liable to be i ) to the 
Common Enemy. There has been a 
great Deal of Weakneſs and Folly, that 
has been impoſed upon amongſt too 
many, which ſome at laſt ingenuouſly 
acknowledg'd, and that they ſaw their 
a 3s 

LET us conſider what were the 
FRY; of theſe Methods. Hence it was, 
that we ſaw ſo much of a General De- 
bauchery thro' the whole Nation. And 
eſpecially here in this City, to the un- 
ſpeakable Prejudice and Hazard there- 
of. 


YOU 
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YOU. ſaw how cafily your Toxth 
might be Aſſembh d, Impreſs d, and In- 
fmenc'd, as ſome Deſigning Perſoas 
pleaſed. Neither regarding their Par 
rents, nor Maſters Authority, ner Friends 
Advice. Did not you Maſter s feel it in 
the Neglect of your Buſineſs, and: the 
Defrauding you of your Treaſure, to 
maintain their Extrevagancies 2; Did 
not this deprive ſome ot you of your 
Servants, or render them uſeleſsꝰ Did 
not this depri ve you Parents Of your 
Children? Or, ot that Coinfart you 
promt d your ſelves in them, ſinee by 
theſe Means they became Rebels, and 
Heart-breakings to you ? | 
WERE not the Effects of theſe Things 
ſeen in our Court of Jud ic ature 3 to the 
Murdering of Perſons under the Pre- 
tence of Law, and gmongſt others ſome 
of our Nableſt Pairrots 2 Was it not 
hence, that that Gravity, that ſa well 
becomes the Bench, was exchang d for 
that impudent Banter, that would have 
heen a Reproach, not only at the Bar, 
but any where elſe amongſt a Civilig d 
People 2 Was it not hence, that Pro- 
teftznts were threaten d, with their be- 
ing 
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ing Pibd up in their Priſons like Fag- 
gots'? A dangerous Intimation, what 
ſuch would have been at, and pointed 
plainly towards Smithfield. Was it not 
from this Debauchery of the Nation, 
that we ſaw ſuch Inpanelling of Juriesʒ 
and that ſuch ſtrange Verdict were given? 
Was it not ſeen by what Mears, and 
upon what Ezidence £ in fo much that 
no Perſons were ſafe, as to their Good 
Names, Eſtates, or Lives; i it came 
but into the Minds of their Enemies, to 
make an Attempt upon them. No Safe- 
ty; any otherwiſe than in the immedi- 
ate Good Providence of God. 

AS to the Effects of our Diviſions ; 
were they not ſeen and felt every where; 
and very deplorably in this City, in the 
Embarraſſing of all Publick Bulinels, 
making Diſtance and Eſtrangedneſs be- 
tween the moſt intimate Frrends, and 
when any Publick Aﬀairs were tranſact- 
ing, tho' of the greateſt Conſequence ? 
It wes Reaſon enough for ſome Per- 
ſons to oppoſe any thing, that they ſaw 
ſome others engag'd in. 

AS to Perſecution, to what an extra- 
vagant Height were Matters carried; 
| whilſt 
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whilſt one Party were daſh'd againſt 
another, till we hazarded being all ut- 
terly broken to pieces. I queſtion not, 
but the Deſign was laid equally againſt 
all Proteſtants as ſuch. The Sufferings 
of one Party, tho” but ſhort; yet were 
very ſenſible. Whilſt by the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Commiſſion Court (which had 
ſuch an unlimited Power as to the 
making of Laws, or aboliſhing the moſt 
Ancient Conſtitutions, with a Non ob- 
ſtante to Priviledges, Cuſtoms, Prero- 
gatives, Oc.) One Biſhop for not ſu- 
{pending one of his Clergy ( charg'd 
only with defending the Doctrine of 
his Church) was himſelf ſuſpended. 
Afterwards ſeven other Biſhops were 
committed to the Tower, for their moſt 
Humble and Modeſt Refuling to Read, 
and Diſperſe an Illegal Declaration. 
The QCniverſities were attack'd in their 
Nobleſt Foundations. The Fellows of 
their Coledges depriv'd, ſuſpended and 
expell'd; and render d incapable of Or- 
ders and Preferments, and their Places 
filld by Popiſh and Scandalous Per- 
ſons. Theſe Things, how ſurprizing 


and grievous ſoever; gave yet more 
Black 
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Black and Frightful ProſpeFs. But Di- 
vine Providence ſeaſonably interpos d 
by the late Revolution, and gave a full 
Stop to that Fury in the midſt of their 
Career. 

BUT the Other had a longer and ſe- 
verer Time of it; which coſt ſome the 
Ruining of their Families, and others 
their very Lives. As for {ome that had 
too much a Hand in Perſecuting of their 
Brethren ; I would not give the leaſt 
Hint at them, were 1t not to give them 
the Honour of their Acknowledgment of 
their Errour ; and who it was that in- 
fluenc'd them, and drave them, till all 
had like to have been ruin'd ; and 
what an Abhorrence of Perſecution it had 
given them, and what Temper they 
ſhould always be ready to ſhow to 
their Brethren. Whoſe Sincerity in that 
Matter ought not to be doubted, or 
ſuſpected groundleſly, after ſuch Aſſu- 
rances given. The Truth of what ma- 
ny acknowledg'd, that Perſecution was 
all along contriv'd, and puſh'd on by 
Popiſh Counſels, and Intereſts, needs no 
better Proof; than, that Papiſts had 
ſuch uncontrouled Liberty , _ 

re- 


that many have had their Houſes broke 
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Proteſtants were ſo much diſturbd, and 

perſecuted in the Exerciſe of their Reli- 
on. 

BUT it muſt be attributed to the 
Debauchery of the Nation in Principle, 
or Practice, or both ; that ſome Perſons 
could be ſtirrd up, and puſh d on to 
ſuch a ſcandalous Degree of Rage in 
Perſecution. Eſpecially ſuch as could 
lay; © There wanted ſeverer Laws, and 
* a ſeverer Execution upon thoſe that 


differ d from them. 


NOW when we Conſider what Laws 
there were, and how ſeverely executed ; 
one may ſtand aſtoniſhed at the Spirit 
of ſuch Perſons. The Penalty of the 
Law for Abſence from Church, and Sa- 
craments ; For being preſent at any Re- 
ligious Meeting above five; and for 
permitting ſuch Meetings in their Hou- 
tes, and Miniſters for Preaching in ſuch 
Meetings, and Adminiſtring Sacraments ; 
and in ſome Caſes for Lodging fuch 
Perſons in their Houſes, or Entertain- 
ing them in their Services ; in theſe and 
ſome other Caſes, the Penalty and the 
Execution were ſo ſevere upon Perſons; 


open 
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open at unſeaſonable Hours of the 
Night, to the Great Conſternation of 
their Families; their Gods, Poſſeſũ- 
ons, and Eſtates ſeiz d ; their Perſons 
tharry'd to Jails; their Wives and Chi- 
Aren expos d to Poverty and Beggary, 
unlefs Charity reliev'd them. 

NOW 1 ſay, when this was the Cafe, 
how ſcandalous was their Rage and 
Malice, who could ſay ; Ichere want- 
ted ſeverer Laws, or ſeverer Execution. 
The ſevereſt of the Laws, unleſs en- 
„ -liven'd by a Vigorous Execution, 
vere too eaſie and gentle. And there- 
Fore ſuch ſpake of ¶ bipping-Poſts and 
Pillories; Public Rods and Axes, ant 
the Severeft Iuſtict ont, of what the Law 
provides for Rebellions in the State z 
not excepting the very Galleys, as tho 
we needed the Severities af the cruel- 
leſt of other Governments, to ſatisſie 
the inſatiable Rage, and Revenge of 
Perſecutors. 

I NAME no Perſons, much leſs ſhall 
-Þ charge any Church with them, unleſs 
the Popiſh:; whoare a Reproach to any 
thing elſe,” that bears the Name of Re- 
ligion. But to what a Degree _ 

an, 
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| Man, an Engliſhman, be debauch- d, and 


poiſon'd, before he can have or. diſco- 


ver ſuch a Spirit! 


SOME tell us, That what we call 
Good Nature, no other Language can 


« expreſs ; as if the Thing was England's 
' Peculiar. - Nor do I know on the o- 


ther Hand, what Words can exprels 
that 1! Nature, that ſuch Perſons as 


we have been ſpeaking of, have diſco- 
verd. Some that acted, as if all had 


been for the Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Religion; have ſince diſcover'd, that 
what they did, was under a Diſeniſe'- 
Seeing after all, they have gone to the 


Camp of the Common Adverſary. But 


if we had no ſuch Proof, is it not too 
plain from what Quarter ſuch a Storm 
was blown? When one while Diſſen- 


ters muſt be perſecuted to keep out Po- 


pery ; and afterwards they were perſe- 
cuted as notoriouſly to bring in Po- 
pery. In fine; they muſt be perſe- 
cuted. 10 | | 

WHIST thoſe that: perſecuted Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, would have repre- 
ſented them as the ' worſt of Men 


Such Perſons gave Proof that in 
reality 
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reality they did not look upon them 
to be ſuch. For when they depriv'd 
them of Places of Honour or Profit; 


they continu'd them in Places that were 


Chargeable and Troubleſome, in which the 


Welfare of the Publick was as mach or- 


more concerned. But if they were con- 
tinu'd in the latter for Sprght and Malice, 
then I ſay, this was a plain Proof of 
the Prevailing Debauchery of the Na- 
tion, that for Malice and Revenge Peo- 
ple would hazard or facrifice the Pub- 
lick Peace, 

(3.) BUT now ſince this was our Caſe, 
that by the Methods of Debauching, Divi- 
ding, and Perſecuting; our common Ene- 
mies had ſo far ſucceeded, to the involving 
of us in ſo many Confuſions, and Miſeries, 
that the finiſhing Stroke to our Ruin was 
juſt about to be (truck; Popery and Sla- 
very bearing hard in like a Deluge; God 
was pleas'd to bring us ſeaſonable Help, and 
wrought ſuch a Salvation for us, that all 
were forc'd to acknowledge, it was the 
Lord's own doing ; Some with Songs of 
Praiſe for that Mercy, and Others could 
not but acknowledge, that it was the 
Lord's doing, tho' they were enraged at 
| the 
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the defeating of their Defign thereby. But 
I ſay, fince this was our Caſe, and God 
has wrought ſuch a Deliverance as this; 
Come and See the Works of God; Conſeder 
the Great Things God has done for us. It 
was God that remember'd us with his 
Mercy, and raisd up King William, 
our Deliverer. It was He that ſpi- 
rited, and qualify'd him for that Work, 
and gave him that Aſtoniſhing Suc- 
cels. 

LET not any Object the Unſeaſo- 
nableneſs of mentioning theſe Things. 
You ſee how God by his Spirit di- 
rected Samuel to call upon the People, 
to review the Great Things God did 
for them, to engage their Care to 
{ſerve God ; fo that it might be for 
their Eſtabliſhment. And here when 
he minds them of their Deliverances, 
he mentions their Deliverers, the In- 
ſtruments made uſe of; viz. Moſes, 
and Aaron, &c. and Fephthah and Sa- 
muel; as tho' he had not been the 
Perſon, or as tho' they had forgot 
that he was the Man: tacitly reprov- 
ing their Ingratitude and Diſrepect. 
Ye once knew him, So that we 2 
there 
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there is an Honour due to Delive- 
rers ( the Inſtruments in the Hands of 
God.) We ſee with what Indignation 
God reſents the Aﬀeront, that was put up- 
on Moſes, that Famous Inſtrument in the 
Hand of God for J/rael's Deliverance of 
Old ; Were ye not afraid, lays 
God, to ſpeak againſt my Numb. 12. 8. 
Servant Moſes £ When Moſes 
was ſo affronted, its ſaid ; the Lord heard 
it; and then it follows immediately; 
Now the Man Moſes was very 
meek above all Men, which Ver. 2, 3. 
were upon the face of the Earth. 
Moſes, like one that remembers Judgment 
15 the Lord's, patiently bears all. But 
we fee, the Lord was very angry at what 
they had done againſt his Servant. 

THE Meekneſs of Our Moſes, Our 
Deliverer, in the Caſe of Affronts has 
been well known; as much of a Lion as 
he was in the Field of Battel, here he 
was mild as a Lamb; or elſe, as One ſaid ; 
Some had not liv'd to have repeated ſuch 
Abuſes. But have we not reaſon to be- 
tiere, that a great deal that he bore (with 
a Patience unparalel'd in his Day) God 


has been greatly provok'd withal ?I will 
2 2 only 


1 

only add ; that, The Children 
Jndg. 83. 34,35 0 Iſracl remembred not the 
| ord their God, who had de- 
livered them out of the Hand of all their 
Enemies ʒ neither ſhow'd they kindneſs to the 
Houſe of Ferubbaal, namely Gideon, ac- 
cording to all the Goodneſs which he ſhow'd 
unto Iſracl. 

HOW many Ways was our Deliverer 
abusd? when never Prince deſerv'd a 
more Honourable Treatment. Not to 
take any Notice of thouſands of ſordid 
RefleFions. Let us conſider, that when 
our Parliament had done ſo much to Con- 
firm Him on the Throne; ſome in the 
Contempt of all that, would by their Di- 
ſtinctions and otherwiſe, have murder'd 
his Power and Authority; others would 
have murder'd His Perſon, and have im- 
bru'd their Hands in His Royal Blood; 
and purſuing with an implacable and i in- 
ſatiable Rage and Malice, would have 
murder'd his Reputation after Death; 
had not our Preſent Gracious Sovereign 
Nobly, and to Her Eternal Honour 
made a Reſcue, accompany'd by Her 
Peers 


BUT 
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Bux to return; Having paid that 
juſt Debt of Reſpect, that was due 
to the Memory of the Inſtrument of 
our Deliverance; let us Come and 
Conſider, the Great Things that God 
did for us by Him. Conſider, how 
great were our Extremities, how (wall 
our Hopes, how unexpected was our 
Help, and how ſurprizing our Deli- 
rance ! Conſider, how were our Ene- 
mies diſpirited, their Counſels con- 
founded, their Forces diſperſed ; ſome 
fleeing when none purſu'd ; and o- 
thers ſo chang d, that they Eſpousd and 
Defended that Caule, that they were de- 

ſign d to have Oppes'd and Ruind. 
CONSIDER. the Great Things, Cod 
hath done for us. Remember our 
Burdens and Fears we were deliverd 
from. Remember our Joy in the Re- 
ſtauration of Charters and Re-eſtabliſhment 
of our Liberties. | 
CONSIDER, what our Caſe had 
been ere this Day, had not that De- 
liverance been wrought. We may make 
ſome Judgment from ſuch diſmal Be- 
ginnings, and ſuch an amazing Progreſs, 
that in ſo ſhort a time we here be- 
E 3 held; 
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held; and what Preparations there 
were further made. We may make 
ſome Judgment, by conſidering thoſe 
Deſolations and Miſeries, that our 
Neighbouring —_ Brethren in 
France, and other Places have ſuffer'd. 
How many Hundred Thouſands of 
them are fled from their Native Land, 
to ſeek Refuge and Sanctuary, into 
moſt of theſe Parts of the World, 
where Popery and Bigottry rage not. 
*TIS no Wonder indeed, when there 
are ſo many to act ſuch Barbarous 
Perſecutions, that either they, or their 
Friends ſhould have the Impudence to 
deny all. Since there are ſome that do 
ſo to this Day. I think my ſelf ob- 
lig'd to ſay; That I my ſelf have been 
an Eye Witneſs of ſuch Barbarities, 
as would make you tremble to hear 
related. Beſides, the Melancholy Sights 
of the Demoliſhing of Churches, Ba- 
niſbing of Miniſters after their Sorrow- 
ful Farewel Sermons where whole 
Congregations have been in bittereſt 
Mournings . and Lamentations, never 
expetting to hear their Miniſters more, 
nor ſee their Faces, ec. I have been 
a 
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a Witneſs of Popiſh Rage, Breaking 
open the Vaults and Graves of the 
Dead, and Tearing and Mangling their 
poor Bodies to pieces. And could I 
have had an Heart to have een it, 
might have beheld a poor Creature 
roaſted on one ſide from the Head to 
the Foot. I have known many, that 
from Plentiful Eſtates, have been 

brought to live on mere Charity.” 
BUT now I ſay, had not the Lord 
prevented it, by our Wonderful Deli- 
verance ; Might not e're this Day, our 
Proteſtant Religion have been condem- 
ned ; our Publick Churches and other 
Places of Worſhip have been Demo- 
lifyd, and laid in Rubbiſh, or poſ- 
ſeſs d by Papiſts , our Miniſters ba- 
niſh'd, or in Galleys, or executed 3; 
our Eftates ſeiz'd ; our Houſes, Fami- 
lies and Perſons Dragoon'd; our Chil- 
dren torn from us; our Wives and 
our Danghters abus d and murder'd ; 
our Living might have been torment- 
ed, our Dead dragg'd about the Streets, 
and then thrown into the Rivers, or 
amongſt Carrion 54 and our Buried 
Friends tora out of their Graves. 
E 4 What 


& 
What, can we flatter our ſelves, would 
have been leſs, had we been the Slaves 
of France, and of Papiſts * who have 
thus treated thoſe of their own Coun- 
trey ; to which they were ſo exceed- 
ing ſerviceable, and againſt whom they 
had no Quarrel but that of their Re- 
ligion. | 
CONSIDER the Great and Won- 
derful Things that God has done for 
us; and if we have any Senſe of Gra- 
titude, ſee our Obligations to Fear and 
Serve this God with all our Heart. 
Do what we can to promote the Ho- 
nour and Glory of this God, and to 
Suppreſs and Reform whatever is diſ- 
pleaſing and diſhonourable unto him, 
and believe that we can only be a 
Happy People in having his Favour. 
If we have any true Loyalty to our 
Sovereign, and Concern for England's 
Happineſs, if we have any Bowels for 
our Children and our Poſterity ; if 
we deſire the Delivery of our Di- 
ſtrefled Brethren, and the Subduing of 
their and our proud Enemies; if we 
deſire the Succeſs of our Armies, and 
Navies Abroad, and our own Eſta- 
. | bliſhment 


(97 13 


bliſhment and Happineſs at Home: Con- 
fider the Great Things, God hath done 
for us, to engage us to his Fear and 
Service. 

BUT if we will not do this, what 
Cauſe have we to fear the Accompliſh- 
ment of the Concluding Words of 
our Text, and the 


Laſt Propoſition ; 

That continuing to Do wickedly ſhould be 

the utter Ruin of all that's dear to us. 

And that when we cry unto God in 
Future Diſtreſſes, God ſhould ſay, I will 
deliver you no more. 

IN breaking the Bonds of God's 
Commands and our Duty, we can ex- 
pect nothing but the Chains and Fet- 
ters of — and Slavery. | 

IF we will not be Reformed, 28 
Cod juſtly expects from us, and ac- 
— * to the Rule of his Word, 
and which may make us Happy. 
God may give us up to our Ene- 
mies, to their Methods of Reformati- 
ons, who Hereticate and Depoſe Prin- 
ces, and Diſpoſe of Crowns and Scep- 

ters 
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ters as they pleaſe. How miſerable 
would England be, if God ſhould per- 
mit them to come to Reform us, ac- 
cording to their Methods, as they are 
publiſhed to the World, call'd ; 7he je- 
ſuits Memorial for the intended Reformas 
tion of England? Then as we mult 
have no Kings or Queens, but ſuch as 
they pleas'd ; fo, the Pope muſt always 
make one of the States of this Kingdom, 
and all our Affairs to be at his Di- 
rection, & c. 

* AS for our Parliaments, the Houſe 
© of Lords to be augmented by the 
© Addition of more Lords Spiritual, 
and ſeveral Orders of the Clergy 
to be brought into the Houſe of 
Commons. The Choice of Mem- 
| © bers of Parliaments to be ſach, as 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſs ſhould 
© direct, and he to have the Con- 
< firming their Election; or, at leaft 
© a Negative Voice. That it ſhould 
be Treaſon to propoſe any Change 
of the Catholick Religion. And 
* all the Acts of Parliament to receive 
their Confirmation, from the See 
| Apo- 
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* Apoſtolick. They were to revive 
© all Laws in Favour of Catholicks, 

and all made againſt Hereticks. To 
* ſeize Abbey Lands and Church Liv- 
* ings. Not to preſs any Man's Con- 
* {cience at the Beginning for Matters 
of Religion, becauſe we have been 
* fo deeply plunged in Hereſie. 

THESE and many other Methods 
are propoſed, and to top all, to ſet 
up an [:quif1ion ; but at the firſt to 
5 it under the Name of a Council 
—— formation, becauſe the Name of 

N tion is Odions here. And after- 

s it might alſo be determin'd, 
whether it mould be that of Spain, 
Traly, or that of Rowe it ſelf, or one 
mixed ont of them to ſuit England beſt. 
How ſhould our Thankfulnefs to God 
for Delivering us from theſe Miſeries, 
engage us to his Fear and Service ; 
and if we will not, may not God juſtly 
yet give us up to ſuch a Popiſh Nefor- 
mation? 

LABOUR then to render unto God 
according to what he hath done for 
us ; leſt we bring Wrath upon our 

Na- 
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Nation and Government. Set our 
Hearts unto the Things that have been 
preſs d on us; and Believe, that It js 
not a vain Thing, but that it is our 
Life. Is not Life and Death ſet be- 
fore us £ Whilit we are with God, 
he will be with us; if we will be 
his People, he will be our God. And 
bleſſed are the People, that are in ſuch 
a Caſe : If God be for us, who can 
be againſt us? With the Favourable 
Preſence of God, a Wilderneſs is more 
Eligible than a Canaan without him. 
But what a Canaan muſt our Land 
be, if God be with us! If we don't 
break God's Bands, nor Caſt his Cords 
from us, we engage God more firm- 
ly to us, and to better purpoſe ; then 
Idolaters can do by their Idols with their 
Chains of Gold, God with us is all 
Happineſs in Epitome. 

WE Live in an Age, ſays Dr. Hil- 
lirgfleet in his Sermon on our Text, 
Preach'd before the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, Anno 1678. not over 
* prone to take Notice of Remarka- 
* ble Inſtances of Divine Providence ; 
* and 
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and ſo great is the Security of ſome 
* Men, that they are unwilling to ap- 
* prehend a Danger, till they fall in- 
to it; And if they eſcape will hard- 
* ly ever believe they were 1n it. But 
whatever Others do, beware you be 
not thus culpable : But Conſider the 
Works of God ; and Improve that 
Conſideration. Conſider what God 
hath done for us by our Late De- 
liverance ; and Conſider, what Streams 
of Bleſſings continue yet to flow to 
us in the ſame Channel, and in the 
Effects and Conſequents thereof unto 
this Day. Oh! what ſhall we render 
to the Lord for all his Benefits and 
Favours towards us? 

AND mayn't, what has been ſaid, 
be of Uſe to perſwade ſome, to come 
out of their Scandalous Neutralities 
between God and the Devil? May 
all that profeſs Godlineſs join Hand 
and Heart in lending their Aſſiſtance, 
to the Promoting the Cauſe of God in 
a Reformation of Manners :; and let 
every One aſliſt according to the Ca- 


pacities, God has given them ; whe- 


ther 
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ther it be by your Prayers, or in any 
kind in Bearing 2 Part of the Bur- 
then. 

AND as for you Gentlemen, whoſe 
Hearts God has enclined and united 
to Eſpouſe his Cauſe, . and whom 
God has ſo wonderfully ſucceeded 
hitherto; You Friends of God and 
True Religion You Friends of the 
Nation and Government; You Our 
Friends, and the Friends of our Po- 
ſterity; Go on and Proſper, in the 
Name and Strength of the Lord of 
Hoſts, againſt all that defye Him and 
You. 

IF any, that have gone with You 
for ſome Time, ſhould prove Falſe 
or Cowardly ; Remember, with how 
few God begun this Work, and that 
is all one with God to work with 
Many or with Few. Your Cauſe is the 
Cauſe of God, and ſhall Proſper. The 
Cauſe of the King of Heaven, Eſpousd, 
and You Encourag'd in it, by the Beft 
of Kings and Queens on Earth. Let 
none of the Enemies of God and his 
Tre Religion, nor the Enemies of 

our 
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our Nation and its Happineſs, weaken 
your Intereſt by Divifons, nor diſ- 
courage your Hearts by any cauſeleſs, 
needleſs Fears and Suſpicions. 

AND may the God of our Fathers 
keep theſe Things for ever upon our 
Hearts : And as He has been our Fa- 
thers God, may He be our God, and 
the God of our Poſterity after us. 
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